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A message from our Prezz....

| found myself sitting here in my office
wondering what on earth to write this
presidents message on. | debated on the
holiday season, volunteering and a few other
things. Then | looked up and on my wall is a
little sign, “Vital Records At the Library of
Michigan”. Suddenly | knew what | wanted

to write about.

Sometimes it seems, when you listen to the
genealogists around you, the focus is on the
birth, marriage, death and burial of the
individuals on your pedigree chart or data
base. Most genealogists can rattle off when
their ancestors were born, or married or died
without batting an eye. They've got the
important stuff covered right? Is that what
our life really comes down to — the vital
records down at the courthouse? Isn’t there
more than just that?

Do we really know our ancestors all that
well or are they just some numbers on a
chart? Do we know what color hair they had,
what religion they were, how tall was
grandpa? Do we know anything about him
besides his vital records? Maybe one of our
goals this next year should be to try to bring
great grandpa to life by giving him some
color. Taking the time to look beyond the
vital records and look for some clues on who
Great grandpa really was. Maybe he loved
broccoli and asparagus and the way great
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grandma wore her hair. Maybe he was
Baptist and raised horses. Maybe he and
great grandma danced in the living room to
the light of the Christmas tree every year..
maybe just maybe we need to learn just a bit
more than the vitals about our ancestors.
And while we are at it, are we adding color
about ourselves and our children and
grandchildren to our own files for future
generations? Are we leaving something in
our databases and files besides our vitals?
Are we leaving behind our memories and
our lives, documented and written down for
the future generations to get to know their
grandparents and great grandparents (and
beyond)? Your courtship, your marriage, the
birth of your children, how you celebrated
holidays, the things that attracted you to your
spouse, the things you have and why they
are important to you... Don’t make them
guess. Write it down NOW.

Take some time, step away from the
computer and all the other “stuff” in your
life and spend some time with your families.
Make some memories so that your
descendants a hundred years from now will
have some “real Color” to know you with!

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a
wonderful New Year!

Karen
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It's that time of year again.
Dues are Due...

Please be sure to pay your 2008 dues soon.
And please note a couple of you are paid
ahead so if you aren’t sure, check with Jerry
Jacobs so you don't pay for 2008 if you
already have.

Also note:We need a NEW
MEETING SITE.
AGAIN!

Sharon Brevoort is checking into this for us
and just as soon as we have something,
Karen will email everybody with our new
meeting location. Please do not go to our old
building in January. As we will not be there.

Notice: Next issue of the newsletter will be
the last of the articles honoring our military
ancestors. So please if you intend to submit
an article, please do so ASAP. And thanks
to all of you who have submitted articles.
They have enriched our newsletter and I for
one have enjoyed reading about these brave
folks who lived and fought during such

trying times.

lonia county

is honoring their WWII military ancestors in
a new publication. Please see their web site
http://www.rootsweb.com/~miionia/future.h
tm for details. The dead line has been
changed to Dec. 30, 2007 so hurry and email
Bonnie Jackson d@tonnjac@reliableinter.net
for more details if you have an lonia county
ancestor who was in WWII .
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Did you ever?

Did you ever have trouble finding an
obituary for somebody?

Maybe you think you have the correct death
date but in fact don’t?

Recently | found a book on a particular
cemetery that stated these were burial
records. | found a person listed that looked
promising to me but | had to prove this was
who | was looking for so | went to the
newspapers looking for an obituary. This
book gave a death date of 15 March 1951 for
this person. So | looked for an obituary
based on that being the death date. | didn’t
find one. So | took a chance on it being a
burial date and looked a few days before this
date. Still didn’t find one.

Finally | sent for a copy of this person’s
death record in the hopes it would turn out
to be who | was looking for. Thankfully it
turned out to be the right person. However
the death date on the death certificate was 2
March 1951. No wonder | didn't find an
obituary. | didn’t expect the person to have
died 13 days earlier then the date in the
cemetery book. So with that date | went
back to the newspaper and sure enough
found a great obituary.

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkk

ALSO

Often times | find people using burial dates
as death dates, and baptism dates as birth
dates. I've seen this hundreds of times. How
they can mix those up is beyond me. But
they do.

Please be very careful to be sure you have
the correct date for the correct event.

Sometimes people even pick up the license
date from a marriage certificate as the

Ford Genealogy Club Rear View Mirror

dember 1, 2007

marriage date and it's usually only a few
days off. But once the incorrect date is out
there it's hard to get it corrected.

| had a cemetery give me death dates for
several family members and upon more
research | found every person died a few
days before the date the cemetery gave me.
It appears they have the burial date but are
passing it along ‘unknowingly’ as the death
date. I've also seen this in more then one
cemetery transcription book some society
put together. They go to a lot of work to get
the information but some how fail to see
they are listing some burial dates as the date
of death.

Do you wonder why some genealogists few
it's vital to verify anything they get from
another researcher? The other researcher
might be a great researcher but unless they
did further checking they could be passing
along incorrect information.

What Genealogy Gift are you giving
this year?

Maybe you could consider a donation to a
historical or genealogical society. Or
perhaps a genealogy library to help them
purchase more films or books for their
collections.

Maybe you can make up a ‘family book’ for
your grandchildren and help them to start
learning their roots.

Make up a small photo album of copies of

some of your older photographs and write a
short story about key people in the photos to
introduce your grand-kids to their ancestors.
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Honoring our Ancestory
Continuing to Honor our Military Ancestors

WW2 Tom Liedel
By Herb Liedel (9/12/2007)

Jan 1943 Drafted into army and sent to Fort Brady at Sault Ste. Marie to guard the Soo locks.
Fort Brady is now Lake Superior College. Fort Brady was established in 1812. During WW2
17,000 troops were stationed at the Soo. Tom was assigned t¢'théaBiry Regiment. Ruth

came up to the Soo and rented an apartment. Tom was able to come into town 3 or 4 nights a
week. When he stayed in town he had to wear a steel helmet, carry a gas mask awtla8ifle
rounds of ammo. Ruth’s mother took a bus to the Soo one weekend and they were walking to the
church and only got one block before they went back to the apartment. It Wwas@&0 zero.

The coldest winter in Michigan history. One of Tom’s duties was escorting Canaalikersvon

a railway bridge to the center of the St. Mary’s river which was the border betine®).S. and
Canada. Many barrage balloons and AA guns were in place all over the city in caseiof any a
attacks on the strategic locks. While Ruth was at the Soo she worked at the Hub deg&otaent
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In June as the weather was finally getting nice in the UP, Tom was assigned tmthe A

Specialist Training Program. He and many others were to be trained as combet¢sngnd he

was sent first to Michigan State and then to Lehigh University in PA. The men in thvgeuai

to have come out as combat engineers and officers. In early 1944 the military decitieelythat
needed more Infantry troops and pulled the men from this engineering training and used them to
form part of the new 86(Black Panther) Division being formed and trained at Camp Rucker,

AL. While waiting to go to Camp Rucker Tom was assigned to the Coastal ArSlbdigol at

Fortress Monroe, Virginia.

From the icy cold of Northern Michigan in winter Tom went to the sweltering heat draothse

of Virginia and Alabama for basic infantry training. He became a messa@e dewer for
Headquarters Company. Tom had his car and his father-in-law always seemed tadegetble

enough ration stamps to keep the vehicle in gas and needed parts. Ruth followed him South and
as a married couple he was able to find some quarters for her. The living quartersryere

sparse and rundown. In the house was a bathtub, which was the older style with legs holding it
off the floor. Snakes were plentiful in the area and on one occasion Ruth found a snake under the
tub. Dad said the poor snake probably was on the other side of Alabama by the time my mother
stopped screaming. Right after finding the snake Ruth had her father and my fatheréstyoung
brother come down and pick her and the car up and returned to Michigan. This was only a few
weeks before dad’s unit was to be shipped to England, so she would have been leaving soon any
way. Ruth went to work at the bomber plant in Willow Run, MIl. When | started work as a GMI
engineering student in 1962, | worked in the same plant. The plant had been bought by GM from
Ford and housed the Hydramatic Transmission Division.
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The 6@ continued training in England and on the day before Christmas 1944, a week before |
was born, most of the men were placed on board the Belgium transport S.S.Leopoldville to cross
the channel to France. Luckily Tom was with his jeep on an LST rather than the troop ship. Just 7
miles out of Cherbourg the Leopoldville was torpedoed by a German sub. Lack of
communications and organization of the troop movement cost the division 802 men in the
sinking. For over 50 years the military (British, American and Belgium) covered Upsthand
bungling, which had led to the loss of so many troops. Those in the division who made it to
France were threatened with courts-martial if they told anyone about the sinkindjvishan

was brigaded with the French"18ivision and was sent to western France to contain the 50,000
German troops in the sub pens on the Atlantic coast of France. Here Tom earned his Combat
Infantryman’s Badge (CIB), in combat with the entrenched Germans. Tom remehdidrs

came from the coldest winter in the US to the coldest winter in France and now has problem

with cold weather. His unit was camped in the winter on an open airplane runway in sttell she
tents. The sub pens were contained and surrendered when the German forces in Berlin
surrendered. One of the field artillery units of th& B6credited with sinking a German ship.

The Germans could only supply by sea and as a supply ship was making a run a little too close to
shore, an observer for the division’s batteries spotted the ship and called in fire. @ Ger

shore batteries tried to silence th&6&uns and a short duel ensued. The German guns ceased
firing and the American guns again concentrated on the supply ship and sank it. The observer’'s
name was Sink and the field report read, “Sink saw ship Sink sank same.”

The 68" was sent to Coblenz, Germany for occupation duty. Tom remembers his unit finding a
large castle, which had been struck by bombs or artillery and had a hole in the wall teatsng
wine cellar. The men would fill their duffle bags with bottles and take them to #mp.cThe
division was then sent to France near Marseilles to operate the staging #&das,iwhere

troops were being readied to ship to the South Pacific for the invasion of Japan.
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Tom spent several months in Marseilles waiting to be shipped home. The unit was djurartere

an old French stone fort. As a driver for headquarters he knew the corporal who chauffeured a
Major about town in a Buick convertible. When the Major was dropped off Tom and the corporal
would drive around in the Buick until it was time to pick the officer up. Dad also said he was
able to paint “Tom’s Taxi” on his jeep and never was ordered to remove the painting.

In February of 1946 Tom was out of the army and my mother and | went to the train station in
Detroit to bring him home. This was the first he had seen me and | was 14 months old. He said |
would not let this strange man touch my mother all the way home. He had missed 3 Césistmas
and been overseas 19 months.

Thank you Herb for your submission.

Ford Genealogy Club Rear View Mirror dember 1, 2007 Volume 12  Number 4 @tlarter 2007  Page 7



Ford Genealogy Club

P.O. Box 1652

Dearborn, Michigan 48121-1652
U.S.A.

Looking Backward To Our Past



